
RECREATION NATURE HISTORY AT THE PARK

CHOOSE YOUR OWN ADVENTURE   
 
Experience the natural beauty and unique history of the Shubenacadie Canal 
Waterway! As a multi-use trail, and waterway, stretching from the Atlantic to the 
Bay of Fundy, the Shubenacadie Canal Waterway provides diverse recreational 
opportunities so that visitors may choose their own adventures along the 114km 
province-wide waterway. 

Well maintained trails provide walking, cycling, camping, and cross-country 
skiing opportunities within the affiliated park areas. Boating, canoeing and 
kayaking can be enjoyed by entry, to expert, level paddlers, while the more 
adventurous will enjoy tidal bore rafting at the Bay of Fundy end of the Canal 
Waterway, in the Maitland area. Whatever the season, the Canal Waterway is 
yours to explore! 

HAVE A WILD ENCOUNTER 
 
  Just moments from Metro Dartmouth and Halifax, experience the peace, natural 
beauty and ruggedness of the Shubenacadie Canal Waterway.

Explore scenic trails along the calm waters of the Canal Waterway where you 
will find majestic, old growth hemlock trees, including with the oldest tree, 
which is estimated to be 178 years old! You will also encounter diverse and wild 
residents, including ducks, birds, squirrels, deer, turtles, and even a beaver or 
two! 
 
Further down the Canal Wateway, and into the wilder areas towards the Bay of 
Fundy, visitors can enjoy the spectacular sight of majestic bald eagles soaring 
above the river as they hunt for fish and small land prey on its grassy banks.

TRAVEL BACK IN TIME   
 
As you explore the Canal Waterway, walk along, or paddle on, part of the same 
river system that the Mi’kmaq and their ancestors traveled, in birch bark 
canoes, over 4,000 years ago. 

See the visible structures and remains of the original nineteenth century 
canal system, which include two design styles of lock wall, as well as the 
remains of the Irish canal builders’ stone huts located along the canal banks. 
The Shubenacadie Canal was built as a system that bisected the province and 
served as an efficient transportation route and economic resource for carrying 
goods up and down the river. 

Don’t forget to take in our fun, hands-on and interactive exhibits and artifacts 
at the Fairbanks Interpretive Centre, and learn the amazing story of the 
Shubenacadie Canal Waterway.

The Fairbanks Centre, located at the entrance of Shubie Park, serves as 
the headquarters for the Shubenacadie Canal Commission. A gallery and 
interpretive exhibits are open to the public (at no charge) during regular 
business hours, year-round, with exhibits that illustrate the historic canal and 
waterway. The building proudly bears the name of the family who dreamt of a 
canal that would cross our Province from Halifax Harbour to the Bay of Fundy. 
 
The Avery Room, named after the first tug boat that pulled barges laden with 
lumber, bricks and gold, on the canal, is a modern meeting facility available for 
rental as a corporate meeting space. It is popular with groups seeking off-site 
planning and visioning sessions. Catering is available, as well as standard AV 
equipment and free parking.

HIKING GEOLOGY

PLANTS & TREES

WILDLIFE

CONSERVATION

PADDLING EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT THE FAIRBANKS CENTRE
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CAMPING CANAL GREENWAY EVENTS

THE LOCKS

LOCK 1 
Controls the water 
levels for Lake 
Banook.

LOCK 4 
Located in Fall 
River between 
Lake Thomas and 
Fletcher’s Lake.

LOCK 7 
Located in Enfield, 
a by-pass lock, 
like Lock 6.

LOCK 2 
A hybrid of both 
British and  
American 
building styles.

LOCK 5 
Located in Welling-
ton, a fully restored 
lock. 

LOCK 8 
In-river lock 
located within the 
Shubenacadie 
River.

LOCK 3 
Near the Fairbanks 
Centre, built using 
American methods.

LOCK 6 
Horne’s Settlement, 
by-pass lock.

LOCK 9 
Near Lanz, in-river 
lock, remnants 
visible at low tide.

Shubie Park Fairbanks Centre 
54 Locks Rd, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 
902 462 1826 | info@shubiecanal.ca 

www.shubenacadiecanal.ca.ca

www.raftingcanada.ca 
for more info

www.shubiecampground.com 
for more info

www.kaynoe.ca 
for more info

www.hikenovascotia.ca 
for more info

www.cyclenovascotia.ca 
for more info

www.fishingnovascotia.com 
for more info

CAMPING 
 
Camping Nova Scotia 
T: 1 800 565 0000 
www.campingnovascotia.com 
 
RAFTING 
 
Tidal Bore Adventures 
T: 1 844 363 TIDE (8433) 
www.tidalboreadventures.ca 
 
Wild Waters Rafting 
T: 1 855 393 RAFT (7238) 
www.wildwatersrafting.com

Tidal Bore Rafting Tours 
whitewateradventures@gmail.com

FISHING 
 
Dept of Fisheries & Aquaculture 
T: (902) 424 4560 
novascotia.ca/fish/sportfishing

HIKING 
 
Halifax Municipal Trails 
www.halifax.ca/trails 
 
Nova Scotia Trails 
T: (902) 425 5450 Ext 325 
www.novascotiatrails.com

Trails Nova Scotia 
www.trails.gov.ns.ca

GEO CACHING 
 
Nova Scotia Geocaching 
www.nsgeocaching.com

Can you bring it to the Shubenacadie Canal Waterway? 
 
If you are a business or like-minded organization 
that can help us enhance the visitor experience at the 
Waterway, we would like to hear from you!
Email and tell us about your business and the types of 
activities, services, and experiences you would like to 
offer.

We will feature a picture from your business on our 
brochure for free. 


